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Synopsis

The land was theirs, but so were its hardships Strawberries -- big, ripe, and juicy. Ten-year-old
Birdie Boyer can hardly wait to start picking them. But her family has just moved to the Florida
backwoods, and they havena t even begun their planting. &quot;;Dona t count your biddies & fore
theya re hatched, gal young un!&quot;; her father tells her. Making the new farm prosper is not
easy. There is heat to suffer through, and droughts, and cold snaps. And, perhaps most worrisome

of all for the Boyers, there are rowdy neighbors, just itching to start a feud.
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Customer Reviews

"A strong sense of place pervades this story of Birdie Boyer, a little Cracker girl who helps her
Florida family to raise strawberries and to cope with the shiftless Slaters next door." -- "BE.""Full of

the flavor of Florida lake country." -- "Basic Book Collection for Junior High Schools (ALA)."

In addition to illustrating the first four Betsy-Tacy books, Lois Lenski (1893-1974) was the 1946
Newberry Medal winning author of Strawberry Girl.In addition to illustrating the first four Betsy-Tacy
books, Lois Lenski (1893-1974) was the 1946 Newberry Medal winning author of Strawberry Girl.



| am doing the 2016 PopSugar reading challenge, and | chose this for a book based in my home
state. | worked in the youth services department of a library for 6 years, so from time to time | enjoy
picking up some juvenile fiction that | haven’t read.Strawberry Girl is a classic, and I'm amazed that |
haven't read it. It is set in Central Florida and centers around two families; one is a family who left
Marion County, Florida to move a little further South - they have a sense of determination and enjoy
self-sufficiency. However, their neighbors are living in poverty, largely due to the father’s alcoholism.

For a little bit, this short book got very heavy - but the end was really sweet and | really enjoyed it.

This book is the second book in a Regional series of books written by Lois Lenski in 1945. It was
the intention to capture the life of families and girls in their day to day life in the early 20th Century.
This specific book follows a family as they make a life for themselves in Central Florida. What |
liked:1. The Story: There’s something about a simple story and the description of the simple lives of
children. Lenski spends the time to describe a Hen and her chicks and then turn around in the same
chapter and talk about the brutality of fire.2. The illustrations: The book has about 30 illustrations
through out the book and were all drawn by the author.3. The message: As a Christian | was
amazed (and encouraged) to see how the conflict is resolved in this book. You don’t see books that
have a strong Christian(or any other religion for that matter) find literary success, but this book does
it, and does it wel.What | didn’t like:1. Ms. Lenski tried to be as authentic as she could with the
telling of this book, down to the dialect the people spoke. It took some getting used to while reading,
and while | appreciate her desire to be true to the people and the time, | think young readers will
struggle with it today.This would be a great book for 9-10 year old readers.Strawberry Girl won the
Newbery Medal in 1946

Wanted to go back and read this to see why it was one of my favorite books growing up and
remembering how much all of my children enjoyed it. Love how Lenski captured the area and
people who were the early fruit growers and how they survived. No wonder it won the book awards.

It is one of her best books, if not the best.

| read this aloud to my four kids (ages 5, 7, 9, 11) and we all really liked it. There are many lessons
to take away from this book. Loving your enemy, perseverance, redemption. The book is not fluffy or
sugar coated. There are parts that are hard to swallow (primarily in regards to the mean spiritedness
of the neighbors) but how the family perseveres through tribulation is encouraging. | really love

books written prior to the 50’s because they are generally dependable in how they present



parent/child interaction. The characters respect their parents (what a concept!) and they do as they

are told.

One of my daughters brought this book home and we read it out loud together when they were
young. We all loved it! It is one family’s story from the 1800’s pioneer days in Florida - making a
living growing crops and interacting with neighbors. It had been many years since | read it so |
decided to buy it for my e-reader. | would have given it 10 stars if | could have because | thoroughly

enjoyed it again.

| read this book when | went the first time to a public library!! | saw that it was the 60th Edition and

had to have it!!!!

| wanted my granddaughter to read the classic books my children read.

Another great story that my son (8) was reading at school and loved. We love Florida history and

this book was a great peek into the time period. The kids stayed excited and interested.
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